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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
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us EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 5

CARBON PRODUCTS DIVISION 
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558151

Union Carbide Corporation is located in the City of Lakewood, Cuyahoga County. 
Union Carbide has two divisions at this site; Electronics Division (EPA ID.
#OH D 000-821-470) at 11901 Madison and Carbon Products Division (EPA ID //OH D 
004-167-383) at 11709 Madison. Carbon Products Division is currently Inspected 
under the state-operated RCRA program. A RCRA 3001 notification was filed for 
this division as a generator and TSD facility. The Electronics Division is on 
ERRIS, but has not been inspected under the RCRA program. A RCRA 3001 and 
CERCLA 103(C) notification were filed for this division. They notified for being 
a generator and TSD facility and for on-site disposal of organics.

Because these two divisions are co-located and have likely shared on-site disposal 
areas, one assessment has been completed for these two divisions. This site is 
surrounded by a combination of industrial land uses to the south and southwest 
and commercial/residential land uses to the north and east.

Union Carbide has been active at this site since the early 1900’s. The Carbon 
Products Division makes various graphite parts, packing, and gaskets. The 
Electronic Division manufactures barium getters for electronic tubes. A wide 
range of wastes have been generated at this site. Historically, waste streams 
have changed as production processes have been modified.

Information is limited as to these wastes and on-site disposal. Some details 
on past on-site disposal practices are provided in the attachments to this 
assessment. A list of currently permitted wastes for the Carbon Products 
Division is also attached. This list may indicate additional wastes that may 
have also been disposed of on-site prior to RCRA. No information on wastes 
generated by the Electronics Division is currently available. This division 
has not been inspected under the state-sponsored RCRA program.

A series of underground flues that were once used to transport process gases 
underlie portions of this site. These flues were concentrated in Area E (see 
attached maps). These flues were abandoned for this use many years ago.
Prior to 1976, these tunnels were used for storing spent phenolic resins.
These resins are currently stored in an above-ground 12,000 gallon tank. Water 
continues to collect in these tunnels.

Based on current information, it is recommended that this site be given a medium 
priority for field investigation. These activities may Include investigation
of the land disposal area, the underground flues, and possible groundwater 
contamination. Additionally, Ohio EPA proposes to inspect the Electronics 
Division as a hazardous waste generator and/or TSD in conjunction with future 
RCRA inspections. ^
CM:1dm
June 20, 1984
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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS
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UNION CARBIDE CORPORATION 11 voa maoison avenue. Cleveland, ohio aaid7 
CARBON PRODUCTS DIVISION • telephone: s-ie-aaa.sea^

ADDRESS REPLY TO: 
PD. BOX BOS7 
CLEVELAND. OH AA101

Ms. Deborah J. Berg 
Ohio EPA
Twinsburg, OH 44087

iMFo otJ Ohi-SfTS.
PlS>pic6AC_

April 4, 1984

Dear Ms. Berg:

Pursuant to your annual EPA Audit on March 27, 1983', the following information 
concerning our past storage areas, landfill and incinerator site as represented 
by the letters E,F,G,H and I on our Part ”A" RCRA permit are as follows:

E - Past Storage Area, Approx. 210' x 270'
This area was previously covered by buildings which housed some furnaces. Many 
years ago these buildings were demolished along with the furnaces. However, some 
of the furnace bases were left underground and subsequently covered over to make 
the area into a parking lot. For some period of time, diluted waste treat solution 
v/as pumped into this area as a temporary storage. This waste treat solution 
consisted of various phenolic resins, acetone and water. Acetone and water v>.*ere 
used as cleaning or dilution liquids for the phenolic resins. The removal of this 
waste treat solution occurred until October/November, 1976. At this time, a 
10,000 gallon above ground storage tank was installed to store the tvaste treat 
solution. Since 1976, rain and melted snow have continually flushed this under­
ground area such that the hazard of ignitability due to the acetone is no longer 
present in the groundwater from this past storage area. Analytical tests on the 
groundwater from this area indicate that this liquid is not £.P. toxic nor JtCRA 
Ignitable. No other element or substance investigated appeared abnormally high 
or of concern.

F - Past Landfill Area, ApproxJ'80* x 113*
r

Several years ago this area was used as a solid waste dump. It did contain some 
Barium alloy waste, i.e. Barium Carbonate which is not specifically listed as a 
hazardous waste (per RCRA legislation). This area was backfilled and contoured.. 
Several test wells were installed in and around this site. Sample results from 
these wells indicate no ground water contamination.



- Deborah J. Berg 
rage 2

April k, 1984

SUBJECT: Past Storage Areas

- Past Incinerator Site, Approx. 15* x 35*
This area was used only for a few years (approx. 4 years). It's primary purpose 
was to incinerate general refuse, i.e. wood pallets, paper boxes, and general 
trash. As best as can be determined, it became inactive during the Spring of 
1974. It has been backfilled and contoured over.

H - Past Storage Area, 10* x 10' x 10*
This pit or vault is used for Boron Nitride sludge (water and fine powder). It 
has been sampled and found to be non-hazardous by RCRA definitions. It is 
accessible and on occasions has been pumped out and the sludge disposed of by 
Al-Chemtron, Inc. at their Train Avenue site, Cleveland, OH.

I - Past Storage Area, 10' x 10' x 10'
This underground area located between building No. 18 and building No. 7 contained 
carbon dust from wet machining and grinding operations. Use of this area ceased 
several years ago and a concrete pad now covers this area. It is inaccessible.

Very truly yours.

R. E. Neel
Environmental Coordinator

cc Y. B. Quinn 
RCRA Notebook 
REN/file
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MAOISON Ave.
Property Boundary - 1334 Feet

□ A ■

LEGEND
A - Drum Storage Area, 14' x 18'
B - Drum Storage Area, 14' x 18'
C - Drum Storage Area, 20' x 64'
.D - Storage Tank; 10,000 Gal. Cap.
E - Past Storage Area, Approx: 210' x 270'
F - Past Landfill Area, Approx: 80' x 113'
G - Past Incinerator Site, Approx; 15' x 35' 
H - Past Storage Area, 10' x 10'
I - "Past Storage Area, 10' x 10'

NOTE;
1. Entire property is bounded by 

chain link fence.
2, Scale: 1 inch *» 200 feet
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